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Miss Ritchie

Phone Number: 855-4250 ext 1105
E-mail: ritchie.kristina@meridianschools.org
Welcome to American Character!

This year is a year of transition.  The administration has decided that it is best to change the structure of Centennial’s American Character program.  Because of this, some things will be different this year compared to previous years.  Please be patient with me and with the other American Character teachers as we proceed throughout the curriculum. 

The following information will help you in achieving your goals and keeping our classroom a positive place to learn.
Classroom Expectations and Rules

1. RESPECT! Respect for yourself, respect for others, and respect for property that doesn’t belong to you. 

2. All rules in the student handbook are in effect while in school and in this classroom.   
a. No food or drink, except water, allowed in the classroom.

b. Requests to leave class: Do not plan on being excused for any reason. If there is some sort of emergency, you will be given a hall pass.  Only 3 hall passes will be issued each semester. If you have any hall passes remaining at the end of the semester, you will be given points toward your final exam grade. 
c. Definition of a tardy: You must be in your seat when the bell rings, not diving through the door or launching yourself over someone else to get to your seat. Remember that if you receive 4 tardies in the semester you will lose credit. In addition, it is the school’s policy that each student must receive a pass from the security office before being admitted to class when tardy.  You will not be admitted to class if you are tardy until I have received a pass. 
d. When you enter the classroom, please begin working on the bellringer immediately.

e. If I see or hear cell phones, IPods, MP3s, or CD players I will confiscate them.  They will be available to you after school.  Your parents will have to pick them up from your Vice Principal.

f.  Plagiarism will be taken very seriously.  For the first offense, the student will receive a zero on the assignment.  The second offense will cause the student to lose credit in the class. 

DISCIPLINE POLICY FOR RULE VIOLATION

1ST Offense: 
Verbal warning


2nd Offense:
Teacher/student conference

3rd Offense:
Phone call home


4th Offense:
Discipline referral
GRADING POLICY

Reading and Writing
30%

Tests and Quizzes

35%

Projects and Daily Work
25%

Final semester exam
10%

GRADING SCALE

90-100 A

80-89 B

70-79 C

60-69 D

59 and below
F

ASSIGNMENTS/MAKEUP WORK

For final drafts, write on only one side of the paper, use one-inch margins, and always double space unless instructed otherwise.  Typing is preferred.  Assignments are due at the beginning of the period, unless otherwise directed.

If you are absent, assignments that were assigned prior to your absence will be due the day you return.  Otherwise, you will be allowed two days for every one day that you missed to make up the work.  

LATE WORK

Any assignment not turned in at the designated time will be considered late.  If the assignment is turned in the following day, you will receive 50% credit.  If the assignment is turned in after that, you will receive no credit.  All late work must have a blue “Missing Assignment” sheet attached. If you are having a problem completing an assignment, the time to talk with me about this is the day or two before it is due—not five minutes before or after the bell.
