The Romantics
(1800-1860)
Romanticism: An artistic movement that grew out of a reaction against the dominant attitudes of the Age of Reason
I. CHARACTERISTICS OF ROMANTICISM


A. love for nature


B. focus on individualism


C. fascination with supernatural, the mysterious, and the gothic (dark 



side of human nature)


D. idealism


E. a passionate love of country


F. yearning for the picturesque and exotic

II. Romanticism focuses on feelings and emotions


A. a revolt against the Age of Reason


B. a revolt against the new industrial age

III. Divisions of Romanticism


A. Dark Romantics


B. Transcendentalism

IV. Authors and major works we will study


A.  Edgar Allan Poe “The Fall of the House of Usher”


B.  Emerson “Self-Reliance” and “Nature”


C.  Thoreau “Walden” and “Civil Disobedience”


D. Nathaniel Hawthorne “The Minister’s Black Veil
V. Other major works of the movement


A. Hawthorne The Scarlet Letter

B. James Fenimore Cooper Last of the Mohicans
VI. Fireside Poets—Longfellow, Lowell, Holmes, Whittier


A. Writing Style:



1. easy to read and inspiring



B. Content:

 

1. concerned with ordinary American people, history, and values



2. romanticized American life

VII. Two major literary changes of the movement


A. America’s own writers, own books


B. Literature reflected American people in American places dealing 


with American problems—freedom, expansion, industrialism

Transcendentalism

(1840-1855)

Transcendentalism: A philosophy that grew from the Romantic philosophy and believed that the truths about life and death could be reached only be going beyond the world of the senses. The term itself and some of its ideas came from the German philosopher Immanuel Kant.

Elements:

1. Strong emphasis on individualism

2. Believed democratically—every man and woman could rise above (transcend) the material world

3. Knowledge came through free intuition rather than through logic

4. Nature—important role—was alive with spirit; the human mind could read nature and find truths in it

5. Material success was a source of corruption

6. Transcendentalists wanted to reform society and create a utopia

7. Believed in an “Oversoul” which viewed God, man, and nature as sharers in a universal soul—even the smallest element of nature was a microcosm of the universe containing all its laws and meaning

8. Tone—optimistic

9. Best known writers—Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau

