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The Rise of Realism

Civil War and Reconstruction
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1860-1870

A. Guiding Events/Key Ideas
1. Civil War

2. Freedom vs. Slavery

3. The Frontier—landscape and ownership

4. Leadership

5. The American Dream

B. Reasons for change from Romanticism to Realism

1. Historical and Social

a. Civil War

b. Technological Inventions—telegraph, typewriter, light bulb

c. Immigration

d. Industrialization

2. The post-war period (also called the “Gilded Age” by Mark Twain) 

a. Lost idealism in the chaos of war

b. Filled the void with materialism

C. Fiction Movements


1. Realism



a. Real portrayal of slums, rapidly growing cities, etc.

b. Reaction against the high idealism and innocence of Romanticism

c. Portraits of the affects of industrialism on America’s people
2. Regionalism or local color

a. Literature that emphasized a specific geographic area

b. Reproduced speech and manners of people in specific areas of the country
D. Major Authors
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1. Walt Whitman

a. controversial poet, new expression, rhyme and form

b. Is widely known as a poet with a “uniquely American poetic voice”
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“The real war will never get in the books.”
2. Stephen Crane

a. Did not live during the time of the Civil War

b. Still, was able to write convincing battle scenes
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Frederick Douglass 
a. Published his autobiography Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written By Himself in 1845 and received international fame
b. Believed that the Constitution was not a pro-slavery document and worked with Abraham Lincoln during the war to recruit African-American soldiers for the North
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Ambrose Bierce

a. Wrote seething, cynical, but hilarious commentary on society :The Devil’s Dictionary
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Also wrote about the harsh realities of the war in stories like “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge.”
5. Abraham Lincoln
a. Inspired the nation during of time turmoil with his speeches and leadership
b. Fought to keep the Union together while firmly pressing toward the abolition of slavery

6. Emily Dickinson

a. Influenced modern poetry with her writing experiments

b. Shares with Whitman the title of a “uniquely American poetic voice”
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E. Historical Events

1861—Civil War begins
1863—President Abraham Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation

1865—Civil War ends
1869—National Suffrage Association is founded
1869—First Transcontinental Railroad
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1870—15th Amendment to the Constitution granted African American men the right 


to vote, but the Constitutional right to vote was not guaranteed until 


nearly a hundred years later when the Civil Rights movement forced 


the government to keep its promise. 
1876—Telephone invented
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1879—Edison invents light bulb
